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Walkable Free Skools!
146 Stepney Green to 165 Jubilee Street: 9 min walk

165 Jubilee Street to 24 Green St.: 10 min walk

165 Jubilee Street to 135 Commercial Road: 16 min walk

Plenty of Field Trips!



The School Grows



Nellie & Jim Dick
Sept. 1921

Stelton, New Jersey

The Modern School Movement



Thank You for
listening!



A very successful failure

The London
Free School



The context: Notting Hill

Once-middle class
neighborhood, was badly
hit by WWII and became
soon a multi-cultural, but

very poor place.

Rachmanism: extortion or exploitation by a landlord of tenants of dilapidated or slum property, esp.
when involving intimidation or use of racial fears to drive out sitting tenants whose rent is fixed at

a low rate. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/extortion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/landlord
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tenant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/dilapidate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/slum
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/racial
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fear
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sitting
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rend


The School comes in!

Hoppy Rhaune Laslett Micheal X



The School

“The most interesting thing about the London Free School
for me was its plasticity, meaning nothing was fixed, nothing
was very strongly defined [....] there was no hierarchy of
control, there was no fixed program for learning, and that
meant that it was easy for unusual things to happen because
nothing was too well defined.”

It offered free services and lectures spanning from housing
issues to immigration, from mental health to labour rights
advice, from arts to family support.

Launched on the 8th of March, the LFS aimed at
promoting mutual help as a way to increase the
unity of the different communities of the
neighbourhood



Pete Jenner: “Nothing had
been properly planned and,
what was worse, hardly
anyone from the district
came to classes”

Soon after its launch, some
difficulties emerged, and
many of the activities didn’t
manage to find ways they
would fit in with the daily
lives of people. “we had simply led

ourselves up the garden
path”

“we had simply led
ourselves up the garden

path”

The School found a location
at Micheal X’s house on 26
Powis Terrace and soon
started classes.



However, there were some successes
when the School managed to provide
something more functional and useful to
the needs to the neighbourhood.

One of them was The Grove, a
neighbourhood newletter that would
have a circulation of up to 2000 copies.

Then we have the family support and
adventure playground of Rhaune Laslett.

"I LEARNED MORE SOCIAL
HISTORY, MORE VIVIDLY,

THAN I’D HAVE GOT OUT OF
ANY BOOK

"I LEARNED MORE SOCIAL
HISTORY, MORE VIVIDLY,

THAN I’D HAVE GOT OUT OF
ANY BOOK

Finally, Micheal X’s basic English classes,
which were based on an interactive
process that sought to include the voices
of the participants and make them a part
of the teaching process.



London Free School in Notting Hill
Notting Hill Neighbourhood Service
UFO Club
Pink Floyd
International Times 
Notting Hill Carnival

What emerged from the school?



Happening!
Happening: an event planned to act as a catalyst for further
and unexpected creation brought about bu the participation

or reactions of whoever was in attendance

Often we would classify something like the LFS
as a failure, however, many things grew out of

the process of trying to create the school, more
than the school itself actually did as a school.

 The LFS was, in a way an ‘happening’, as it gave birth to a
variety of new, unexpected, and in some cases quite

successful offspring 



Thanks for listening!


